First of all I should like to thank you for the invitation to participate in the opening of the 5th World It is always gratifymg to see a society like this receiving such wide support. In my capacity of Minister for the Interior and thus responsible for Danish health policy I am particularly pleased that Denmark also takes part in this international co-operation.
The most important goal of the Danish handicap policy has always been to secure the possibility of disabled persons to live a life as normal as possible. And to achieve this a wide range of offers of public assistance is necessary.
The health services are responsible for the provision of the necessary aids. In Denmark about 3,000 people each year need an arm or a leg prosthesis. To all these people it is of the utmost importance that the aids provided by the health care system are of a high quality.
Therefore, continuous research and development are both very important factors. Traditionally, Danish research has been very advanced particularly as regards prostheses and bandages and I hope we shall be able to continue that tradition.
Gradually, as medical and technological developments are achieved, the possibilities of remedying more or less serious disabilities increase. Such possibilities should be exploited.
But we should always make sure that the new technology never replaces human contact. Our enthusiasm and confidence in new aids should not make us forget the patient.
We certainly do not want to help the disabled in such a way and to such an extent that it looks like a deprival of their own capabilities. The recipients of public services should be involved in the procedure as much as possible.
In the Ministry of thehterior we have in recent years received an increasing number of letters from organizations of disabled people and from individuals and we are very pleased with this development. It is always inspiring for the health authorities to receive incentives from people living a daily life with the problems.
I should like to finish my speech by wishing you all a profitable congress and a pleasant stay here in "Wonderful Copenhagen". I hope that the many participants present will get the opportunity to exchange knowledge and experience to the benefit of the patients not only in Denmark but throughout the world.
Congress of the International Society for Prosthetics and Orthotin here in Copenhagen.
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Fifth World Congress
Dr. A. Piga, World Health Organization
On behalf of Dr. J. W. Asvall, Regional Director, WHO Regional Office for Europe, I want to express sincere satisfaction for our Organization being invited to participate in the opening session of this Congress.
In May 1977, the Thirtieth World Health Assembly decided (Resolution WHA30.43) that the main social target of governments and WHO in the coming decades should be the attainment by all citizens of the world by the year 2,000 of a level of health that will permit them to lead a socially and economically productive life.
In accordance with this Resolution, the representatives of the Member States of the WHO European Region approved in 1980 their first common health policythe European strategy of attaining health for all and, in 1984, the basic document with the Regional Targets and the indicators to evaluate the progress achieved, with a request to make an up-to-date situation report every second year to the Regional Committee.
Within this strategy, one human basic need is to be able to play a useful role in society and one of the dimensions of the progress in health is to add health to life by reducing disease and disability (as a logical consequence of WHO'S definition of health).
It is estimated that there are 450 million disabled people in the world, and that the magnitude of this problem is expected to increase in the future, as a result of the prolongation of life through better health care and emergency services.
Prosthetics and orthotics represent one of the areas in the field of health care that in the last decades has substantially progressed, achieving excellent results and future prospectives, without forgetting an important preventive component, all of this being of paramount importance in the prevention, reduction or elimination of impairments and disabilities, allowing disabled or handicapped people to be happier and socially better integrated citizens.
It is certain that this Fifth World Congress of the International Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics, bringing together so many of the most relevant specialists and scientists around the world, in these fields, will represent a scientific success through the discussions of the most recent advancements, their indications and effectivity.
It is not by chance that Denmark, with its well developed and advanced social and health policies and leader in so many aspects of the biomedical research, hosts this Congress in the beautiful town of Copenhagen where the International Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics was founded.
WHO has a definite interest in the activities of the Society and will also carefully analyze the reports and conclusions of this Congress that, without any doubt, will facilitate the progress towards aims that, from our singular perspectives, all of us share.
